
shakespeare.org.uk

This resource is designed  
to help you understand 
your visit to the home in 
which Anne Hathaway 
grew up.

Shakespeare’s Wooers Wordsearch

P	 E	 T	 R	 U	 C	 H	 I	 O	 S	 U	 E	 J1 Y

B	 S	 I	 K	 U	 B	 R	 Z	 R	 U	 J	 D	 C1 P

D	 Q	 V	 I	 H	 M	 X	 T	 L	 L	 B	 G	 L1 M

J	 K	 D	 H	 D	 A	 B	 R	 A	 I	 D	 P	 E1 E

L	 U	 O	 G	 I	 W	 C	 G	 N	 O	 C	 P	 O1 N

D	 G	 L	 R	 Q	 A	 Q	 J	 D	 R	 G	 E	 P1 I

E	  Z	 Y	 I	 H	 P	 W	 O	 O	 T	 G	 H	 A1 T

S	 V	 S	 J	 E	 O	 G	 F	 Z	 A	 E	 V	 T1 N

D	 D	 A	 C	 R	 T	 D	 J	 P	 N	 R	 I	 R1 E

E	 Z	 N	 F	 O	 F	 P	 E	 C	 T	 E	 C	 A1 L

M	 D	 D	 G	 W	 S	 N	 X	 I	 Y	 T	 R	 U1 A

O	 S	 E	 K	 E	 N	 V	 R	 A	 D	 E	 K	 O1 V

N	 B	 R	 I	 A	 B	 E	 D	 T	 F	 P	 Z	 G1 L

A	 A	 N	 Y	 R	 V	 A	 L	 O	 I	 V	 Q	 J1 H

Orlando
Juliet
Viola
Hero

Anne Page
Petruchio
Lorenzo
Desdemona 

Lysander
Cleopatra
Troilus
Valentine

Anne Hathaway’s  
Cottage and Gardens

Pupil’s Booklet

This resource was created by Anjna Chouhan for the Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust Learning Department www.shakespeare.org.uk

with images by Mya Gosling www.goodticklebrain.com © Mya Gosling

@SBTeducation Registered Charity Number 209302

Anne Hathaway’s family home

Resource KS 3/4



Who was Anne Hathaway?

At the age of 18, William Shakespeare married a woman called Anne 

Hathaway. Anne and her family were the tenants of a one-storey 

farmhouse on a 90-acre farm. The house is less than one and a half miles 

away from the home in which Shakespeare was born and grew up. 

Anne’s father was a yeoman farmer, and consequently a well-respected 

member of the Shottery community. Upon his death he left Anne, who 

was also known as Agnes, a small sum of money with which she could 

marry. The house was then purchased by Anne’s brother, Bartholomew, 

who also acquired the freehold on the farm. 

Bartholomew added a second floor to the farmhouse and made many 

extensions to the property. The Hathaway descendants kept the 

ever-expanding cottage in the family for 13 generations until it was 

purchased by the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust in 1892, when it was 

turned into a museum.
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The House of Love

 �William may have courted Anne at the Shottery farmhouse. The 

Hathaways used to tell visitors that Shakespeare wooed Anne on the 

high-backed bench next to the fireplace in the parlour. Actual dating 

of the bench proves that this was not the case.

 �Anne was pregnant when she married William in 

November 1582, at the age of 26. The 18 year old 

William was at least 6 years below the average 

marital age for a male labourer.

 �The first love poem attributed to Shakespeare is a sonnet. The final 

couplet is considered to be a reference to his wife: ‘I hate’ from hate 

away she threw/ and saved my life, saying ‘not you’. The words ‘hate’ 

and ‘away’ echo Anne’s surname. 

 �Shakespeare named the beautiful daughter of Master Page in  

The Merry Wives of Windsor, Anne. Apart from references to saints and 

historical queens, no other fictional Shakespearian character shares 

this name.

Anne and William

Anne tending to the fire



Fun Facts

 �House floors were strewn with rushes interspersed with fragrant herbs 

such as rosemary (for insect repellent), plants like southernwood (an 

aphrodisiac) and marigolds (for dying butter yellow).

 �Clothes would have been stored in a chest called a ‘press’. The concept 

of a wardrobe only became fashionable in the later 17th century.  

 �The most common form of iron was the linen press. The screw top linen 

press was used for keeping linen smooth and neatly folded.  

It could be used for newly washed linen or linen that had been used but 

was still clean. The linen would be folded and put on the press and then 

the screw would be turned, lowering the top plate. Pressed linen would 

have a slight sheen and the fold lines would be visible. 

Neither press, coffer, chest, trunk, well, vault, but he hath an abstract for 

the remembrance of such places, and goes to them by his note. There is no 

hiding you in the house. The Merry Wives of Windsor, Act 4 Scene 2

 �Indoor plumbing didn’t arrive in Stratford until the 19th century. People 

used objects known as ‘piss pots’ and emptied them into the streets.

Cottage Facts

	�The cottage is made from oak beams filled in with wattle (woven 

hazel sticks) and daub (a mixture of mud, 

clay, dung, straw and hair). Vertical oak 

stakes were used for strength and then 

willow or hazel branches were woven 

between them to create a basket screen.  

	�The cross passage and parlour are from the original building.  

The parlour would have been used as a bedroom when Anne lived 

in the house. 

	�Only extremely rich people had bedrooms to themselves. Small 

pallets would have been placed on the floor for adults and shelves 

were fixed to the walls on which the children would sleep.  

The phrase ‘on the shelf’ comes from this period, when unmarried 

girls remained on sleeping shelves instead of moving into a home 

of their own. 

	�The second floor was added to the building by Bartholomew after 

which the bedchambers were relocated upstairs.
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The wattle and daub panel is in 
the storeroom upstairs.



Tudor herbs

More Cottage facts… 
 

	� Beds were extremely luxurious 

objects and were only slept in by the 

master and mistress of the house, 

and occasionally used by guests. 

They had testers or canopies for 

warmth, status and to prevent the 

moonlight from touching a sleeper’s 

head (moonlight was thought to 

make people mad). 

	�Tudor bed frames supported mattresses with rope bases.  

The ropes had to be tightened to prevent them from sagging 

with the weight of a body. It took at least two 

people to tighten the bed ropes using a rope 

key at either side of the bed. 

 	�In the bedchamber above the parlour you 

will see a bed from the 1500s. It is said that 

this might be the infamous ‘second-best bed’ left to Anne in her 

husband’s will. 
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        A tester bed

Tightening the bed

Cooking in the kitchen

 

	�The kitchen is part of the original home 

in which Anne grew up, and the floor has 

not been changed since the 1540s. 

	�The oven here is large enough to bake up to fifteen loaves at a 

time. This is crucial, as bread was a staple of the Tudor diet. The 

small wooden door to the left of the oven would be placed over the 

opening to retain heat and help the bread to bake evenly.

 	�The cottage now has nine acres of land. When Anne lived in the 

farmhouse, she would have kept a herb garden. Tudor housewives 

usually kept at least 40 different varieties of herbs in the gardens 

for medicinal, culinary and strewing purposes.

Where’s the cook? Is supper ready, the house trimmed, rushes strewed,  

cobwebs swept, the serving-men in their new fustian, their white 

stockings, and every officer his wedding-garment on?   

The Taming of the Shrew, Act 4 Scene 2


