
Will’s Footsteps
Key Stage Three

Are you ready 
to walk in my 

footsteps?

William rented out this house to an innkeeper and transformed it into The 
Maidenhead. The name was later changed to The Swan and Maidenhead. 
The inn was expanded to include more rooms: a kitchen was put in 
downstairs, along with a drinking parlour and an ale cellar! 

Let’s travel back in time to 1575 
to the house where I was born!  

7. Swan and Maidenhead Inn

The inn at the 
Birthplace was 
operational for 
nearly 240 years! 

This was the drinking parlour for the inn where the visitors drank and ate. 
People were incredibly superstitious and believed that evil spirits could 
contaminate ale. If you look very carefully through the cellar door, you might 
be able to make out witch markings carved into the beams. These were 
painstakingly carved here centuries ago to ward off any nasty spells or spirits 
with ale-spoiling intentions! 

8. The Kitchen 

‘Would I were in an 
alehouse in London! I 
would give all my fame for 
a pot of ale and safety.’ 
Henry V, Act 3, Scene 2.

Did you 
know? 



This is where John made his gloves, purses, 
belts and pockets. There would have been 
several apprentices helping him. Tanning 
leather was a smelly business, with manure 
and urine being essential to the process. 

This is now an exhibition room; but it 
would have been the bedroom for William 
Shakespeare’s sisters. What do you notice 
about this room? Does it have a fireplace? 
Does it seem cozy?  

The house on Henley Street belonged 
to John Shakespeare who made leather 
goods and sold them from the workshop 
window facing the road. The building is 
made from oak beams filled with wattle 
(woven hazel sticks) and daub (a mixture 
of mud, clay, dung, straw and hair).

The parlour was the best room in the house, 
designed to show off the family’s wealth. Look 
at the brightly coloured linen cloths on the wall 
and the bed! Beds were extremely expensive, 
and the one on display in this room would have 
been the best bed in the house, reserved for 
very special guests. 

1. The House

2. The Parlour

4. Girls’ Bedrooms

3. Workshop

BEST 
BED!

Look under your feet! 
That’s the original stone 
floor that I walked on 
when I was a boy over 

450 years ago!

Fun 
Fact

This was the room in which 
William was born. He would have 
slept in the pull-out attachment 
underneath the main bed, known 
as a truckle-bed, when he was 
too big for the cradle.

6. Birthroom

Have you noticed a toilet 
yet? You’re right, there 
isn’t one! That’s because 
indoor plumbing didn’t 
arrive in Stratford until 
the 19th century. People 
used objects known as 
‘piss pots’ and emptied 
them into the streets.  

‘These gloves the Count sent me, they are an excellent perfume’ 
Much Ado About Nothing, Act 3 Scene 4

‘There’s his chamber, his house, his 
castle, his standing-bed and truckle-bed’, 
The Merry Wives of Windsor, Act 4 Scene 5

‘She makes our profession as it were to stink 
afore the face of the gods!’ 
Pericles, Act 4, Scene 6

What do you notice about this room? It has 
a bed for a start, which William would have 
shared with his brothers until he was 18. 
What do you think the sticks  
on the bed were used for? 

5. Boys’ Room

Young boys were dressed  
as girls until the age of 5! This 
was to deceive the evil spirits 
who were said to seek out the 

souls of male children.  

Fun 
Fact

Watch 
out!


