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Welcome
A warm welcome to our autumn edition of What News?

As you read through this latest issue you will see that there is plenty happening at the 
Trust over coming months.

We now have a new and novel exhibition in the Shakespeare Centre. 
“ShakespeariANNE” features the provocative work of our first artist-in-residence, 
Carrie Reichardt, with her unique take on the life and times of Anne Hathaway.  
Carrie is quite a character in her own right and her artistic take on Anne and her  
role is refreshing and challenging. Do visit if you can.

This exhibition and a number of other events coincide with the centenary of women’s 
suffrage in the UK and in November we will be showcasing items from our collection 
with ‘Women Centre Stage’ and publishing the ‘Juliet Files’, continuing to compare 
and contrast the roles, rights and responsibilities of women in Shakespeare’s time with 
the present day. In December we will conclude the year with a series of spectacular 
outdoor performances of “Fierce Sisters”, a dazzling immersive performance by 
female-led acrobatic troupe Mimbre, at Shakespeare’s New Place. 

For those of our readers in the United States – don’t miss the opportunity to visit the 
“Tenacity” exhibition at the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation, Virginia. This special 
year-long exhibition opening on 10 November will explore little-known, captivating 
personal stories of real women in Jamestown and Virginia and features some items 
from our collection on display outside Stratford-upon-Avon for the first time ever. 

You can also read in this issue about the toll taken on our historic properties by the 
long, hot summer in the UK. This is a theme we’ll be returning to next year, starting 
with a month-long focus on conservation at all the Shakespeare Homes in January. We 
look forward to bringing you more news and insights on this essential work in 2019. 

As our valued supporters, we rely on you to help deliver key aspects of our work.  
You help provide the best care for our irreplaceable houses and collection items. You 
also support us as we endeavour to create innovative ways to use our  
unique resources to help more people encounter, learn from, and be inspired  
by Shakespeare. My sincere thanks for all your support and commitment. 

Tim Cooke  
CEO
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You’ve saved the Beasts!
We are thrilled to report that our recent appeal has 
been very successful and we are now able to restore 
Topsell’s ‘History of the Four-footed Beasts’. 

The book has gone to the conservator, Arthur Green of 
Green’s Books, who is already uncovering secrets of its past. 
Conserving the binding will stabilise the book and make it 
functional again. Restoration prevents further deterioration 
and ensures the book can be used safely as part of exhibitions, 
talks and tours. 

The book is in its original 17th-century calf leather binding, but 
has a history of repair. During the 20th century, the book was 
re-backed: a technique which enables the spine of the book 
to be replaced without fully rebinding the book or discarding 
the original boards. This has helped to preserve most of the 
binding, but some original material has been lost. This was 
done at a time when the aesthetics of the book perhaps 
took precedence over its function, so whilst the original spine 
leather was replaced very neatly, the cords that hold the 
boards on were not repaired sufficiently for such a large book.

Arthur has now carefully lifted the spine leather and evidence 
of the repair can be seen. Conservation sometimes provides 
a unique opportunity to see workings that would otherwise 
remain hidden. Another such example is the threads from 
the original 17th-century endbands (now missing) have been 
uncovered. These endbands have been replaced by modern 
‘stick-on’ machine-woven endbands, but the indigo blue 
threads suggest what might once have been.

Arthur’s work will address the structural weakness in the  
book by sewing in new supports to reattach the boards more 
firmly. He will also reinstate the hand-sewn blue endbands. 

The repaired book will be on display on 24 and 25 November 
at the Birthplace Gift Shop on Henley Street.

3

A new moon
The crescent moon at Anne Hathaway’s Cottage, 
standing resplendent in the gardens, has delighted 
many visitors since it was first erected more than 
five years ago. 

Being a natural willow sculpture it has suffered from the 
elements over the years – plus of course it has been the frame 
to hundreds of visitors’ photographs, continually climbed, sat 
on, rubbed against and more. Time for repair! We are pleased 
that we have been able to make this important repair, funded 
entirely by Friends’ donations.

The moon was designed and created by Tom Hare. Tom is 
based in Leicestershire and travels the world designing and 
erecting natural structures inspired by nature. The original 
willow moon was erected in Tom’s workshop and then 
transported to the cottage and finished on site. This time his 
team did all the work at the cottage, stripping the shabby and 
broken willow and replacing it with newly coppiced willow 
over the steel skeleton. The skill in making it look as it does 
depends on selecting the correct willow strands and weaving 
them in the same rhythm. This is an art that Tom and his 
team make look effortless, but years of work go into being 
able to demonstrate this skill! It took a week to complete the 
refurbishment with three workers on site. 

Tom uses Flanders Willow which bleaches and mellows in the 
sun. For the moon repair he used over 5,000 reeds. 

Tom says: 

‘Willow is the perfect example of  
a sustainable material, which can be  
woven into forms with such spontaneity’.

The moon is now back to its former glory. Thank you for 
making a difference. 

To find out more about Tom visit: tomhare.net

Thank You For Making A Difference

Tom Hare busy weaving the new willow. 

The book before undergoing repair.

Thank you for your support that has allowed us 
to preserve this book for future generations to 
enjoy. 
It is not too late to donate if you would like to help  
us conserve more important early books in our care. 
Thank you. 
You can donate at shakespeare.org.uk/donate  
or call us on 01789 339804.



Harvest at Mary Arden’s Farm 
For the first time we have attempted to produce  
a loaf of bread made from wheat grown on the farm 
using 16th century techniques. 

Our Tudor farm labourers were sent out to the fields in 
August with their scythes and sickles to cut the ripened wheat 
and stack it into stooks* to dry in the sun. Unfortunately, 
the weather chose that week to break and our stooks were 
thoroughly soaked. Loath to keep the housemaids waiting, 
some dry wheat was sneakily brought in as a substitute!  
The next stage was to grind the grain into flour with the  
hand-turned quern* stone. Each batch of grain had to pass 
through the quern 50 times to grind it fine enough for use, 
which took a lot of elbow grease and the best part of a day 
to achieve. The effort was worth it and after a quick sieve, 
the resulting flour was used to make some very tasty bread. 
Success! The whole experiment has been a real insight into 
Tudor daily life and the amount of effort that went into making 
such a staple product as flour. 

*Stook = a group of sheaves of grain stood on end in a field 
*Quern = a simple hand mill for grinding corn, typically two circular stones

Our volunteers are winners!
The West Midlands Volunteer Awards were held  
at a ceremony at the Birmingham Hippodrome 
this year. Two outstanding Trust volunteers, Roger 
Howells and Janet Palmer were celebrated. 

Roger sadly died earlier this year, and you can read our tribute  
to him on page 15. He was posthumously named Museum 
Champion at the awards.

Janet earned a place as a finalist for the Warmest Welcome 
award. Janet started volunteering for the Trust as an Access 
Volunteer in 2016. She has contributed to the Access Panel, 
helped run events for Disabled Access Day and provided 
support and training sessions to the New Place Team during 
the process of making the site Makaton Friendly. 

‘Now humble as  
the ripest mulberry’
Coriolanus, Act 3 Scene 2 

James 1 introduced thousands of mulberry trees into Britain in 
1609 in an attempt to start a silk industry. There is a belief that 
Shakespeare planted a mulberry at New Place and the current 
trees have grown from cuttings from that tree, which was felled 
by the infamously angry Rev Francis Gastrell.   

This year’s harvest of mulberries from the large tree  
at New Place was a real low-tech affair using shoe covers,  
tree loppers, polythene sheets and a very large plastic 
container. It was a messy process! The harvest was a good 
one with fully ripened fruit, which is extremely sweet.

The Shakespeare Distillery in Stratford-upon-Avon will be 
producing the coveted Mulberry Gin liqueur from this fruit  
as a limited New Place edition of the delectable tipple. 
Available from the shop from £7 (£6.30 with Friends discount).
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Shreds & Patches

On a very warm evening in August we held a special 
event for supporters who have dedicated a leaf on 
the Greenwood Tree at Shakespeare’s New Place.

This specially designed artwork has been an important part 
of our fundraising at New Place. Each personal inscription 
represents a lasting legacy for the donor, with the funds raised 
supporting the transformation of New Place. In the Great 
Garden, after the visitors had left, this peaceful and calming 
place was only for the Greenwood Tree donors. We cooled 
off with a glass of Pimm’s and were entertained by the actors 
from Shakespeare Aloud! New leaves were admired and we 
were reunited with our own dedications on the evergrowing 
tree. It was a way of thanking our supporters and reminding 
ourselves what a special place we have at New Place.

There is still space for more leaves on the tree, although 
numbers are limited. All the money raised continues to help 
with our work at New Place. 

If you would like to dedicate a leaf on the tree  
as a lasting legacy contact us 01789 339804 or 
development@shakespeare.org.uk

Harvesting mulberries in the Great Garden.

The Greenwood Tree at Shakespeare’s New Place.

Greenwood Tree celebration 



Women Centre-Stage:  
A Fresh Look at Our Collection 
What was life like for women in Shakespeare’s  
time? Has it changed for better or worse for his 
descendants in Stratford and south Warwickshire? 

‘Explore Your Archive 2018’ is our contribution to a national 
campaign to encourage greater use of local archives. From  
17–25 November we will showcase items from our collections, 
some for the first time, for the insights they offer about women’s 
lives. The Collections team will be available to discuss research  
and aspects of the collection.

There will also be a new blog on our website every day from  
the ‘Juliet Files’, showcasing women’s lives. 

Follow the ‘Juliet Files’ blog –  
shakespeare.org.uk/juliet-files,  
on Twitter @ShakespeareBT #SBTCollections

Garden news 
Glyn Jones, Head of Gardens, brings us up to date 
with what is going on in the gardens. 

‘The new kitchen garden at Hall’s Croft, planted in the  
spring, survived the summer drought and is already supplying 
fresh produce for the cafe. Four new beehives have arrived  
at Anne Hathaway’s Cottage, where we already grow a range 
of bee and butterfly friendly plants with extended seasonal 
plants like ivy and the wild flower, heart. There are newly  
cut pathways in the orchard, where visitors can see the 
worker bees in action. 

We have also enjoyed our apple harvest! We are excited  
to work with Pershore College, who have a small processing 
unit and bottling facility that we will use to make juice and 
cider out of the crop. Our goal is to get over one thousand 
large bottles and a large barrel of cider which will mature in 
one of the barns at the farm. This will be available through our 
restaurants, cafes and shops. Make sure you try some!’
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Shreds & Patches
Newly found documents 
Recently discovered documents in the National 
Archives show William Shakespeare’s father, John, 
was harassed by Crown informers, which may have 
influenced Shakespeare’s attitude to power and class. 

The documents reveal how John was victimised by informers 
who wanted to extract money from him and outline various 
writs against John and his debt to the Crown.

They depict events that are believed to have shaped the 
teenage Shakespeare’s attitude to power and morality;  
later explored in plays such as King Lear and Macbeth.  
The 21 previously unknown documents were discovered  
by Professor Glyn Parry from the University of Roehampton, 
and are “of the utmost importance” to our understanding  
of the playwright, according to the National Archives’ Head  
of Early Modern Records, Dr Katy Mair. 

Paul Edmondson, our Head of Research and Knowledge,  
says the discoveries form: 
‘...a significant number of missing pieces in the 
Stratford-upon-Avon jigsaw that will help us 
understand even more about Shakespeare’s  
family background, and what helped to form  
his unique outlook.’ 

Buzz Goodbody – the first female director at the RSC and founder  
of The Other Place in Stratford.Apples from the harvest at Anne Hathaway’s Cottage.



‘in aspiration lifts him from the earth’  
Troilus and Cressida, Act 4 Scene 6

New Place, Shakespeare’s last home has another 
important role. Inside the Exhibition space are the 
Rosconn Learning Rooms, where all sorts of magic 
is woven with children using the reading room or 
playing Shakespeare inspired games. 

Since Shakespeare’s New Place reopened in 2016 we have 
welcomed over 7,000 children to participate in activities led 
by Education Assistants and volunteers. A number of items 
found in the archaeological digs are also available for children 
to handle and to learn more about what was found when 
New Place was being excavated.

Extra activities are organised to coincide with school holidays 
and include writing with a quill pen, making Tudor ruffs, 
creating puppets based on Shakespeare’s characters, as well  
as drama, art and music workshops. 

Learning

All activities are designed to give young people an enjoyable 
introduction to Shakespeare, and make learning fun. Teachers 
tell us that they see an improved ability to understand other 
subjects through Shakespeare including history, geography, and 
maths, as well as improved critical and lateral thinking, oral, 
writing and grammar skills.

We have just commissioned Period Interpreter Phil Watson  
to produce some illustrations for the walls to further engage 
a young audience. Phil made the unique game ‘Race to New 
Place’ which is available every day and very popular with all 
those that play. 

We are grateful to have a major sponsor of the Learning 
Rooms, the Rosconn Group, a property development 
company based in Stratford-upon-Avon. By supporting the 
work we do, they help to ensure we have staff and resources 
to offer younger visitors and, most important, a chance for  
us to make a real difference to their experience.
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Exploring and learning at Shakespeare’s New Place.

Helping our younger visitors 
explore Shakespeare...



…and exploring Shakespeare 
with our leisure learners
Last year we celebrated the 30th anniversary  
of our Living Shakespeare course, an event run  
for leisure learners from around the world. 

The courses, delivered by our expert lecturers, are built 
around the plays in performance at the RSC, including their 
performance histories and the different ways they have been 
presented on stage in the past. 

The enduring appeal of these courses, and the reason  
so many people return year after year, is best described  
by the attendees themselves:

‘the chance to meet like-minded 
Shakespearians’ 
‘the very relaxed atmosphere’ 
‘excellent and well prepared lectures’. 

There are also talks and presentations on a wide range  
of other topics. This year’s programmes have included, amongst 
other subjects “Medical Theory and Practice in Shakespeare’s 
England”, “The Social Secrets of Elizabethan Fashion”, 
“Shakespeare and Voice”, and “The Afterlife of Anne Hathaway”.

If you enjoy good company and conversation about all things 
Shakespeare, we would be delighted to welcome you to our 
leisure learning courses. Further information about these events 
can be found at shakespeare.org.uk/leisure-courses  
or email learning@shakespeare.org.uk.

Prices start from £150 for the three day Winter School.

Living Shakespeare Courses 2019
Winter School 16 – 19 January 2019
Leisure Course 28 – 31 May 2019

Feedback from visitors to Shakespeare’s New Place:

‘A lovely variety of activities to engage all 
three children, aged 13, 12 and 7. Makes such 
a difference to the enjoyment of their visit 
and it’s great they have left having learned 
something.’
 

‘Rosconn are proud to be involved with the 
development of Shakespeare’s New Place. 
The Rosconn Learning Rooms are a fantastic 
way to enable the world’s young folk to be 
able to appreciate and learn Shakespeare in 
a comfortable and safe environment.’
Daniel O’Donnell, founder of Rosconn Group
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The Rosconn Learning Rooms. Nick Walton, Courses Development Manager, in discussion with a leisure 
learning group.

Other opportunities for sponsorship are available.  
Talk to us about what we can offer you or your company 
development@shakespeare.org.uk or call 01789 339804.



The long-sleeved bodice being loaned by The Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust features an embroidered design of trailing 
stems and leaves worked in coloured silk and metal threads, 
with metal spangles or sequins. In the ‘Tenacity’ exhibition, 
the garment is associated with governors’ wives and those 
women aspiring to the upper class.

These items will be travelling in custom-made crates, lined 
with conservation-grade materials which will help to protect 
the items against the environmental fluctuations during travel. 
They will be accompanied by Nic Fulcher, Project Manager  
at the Trust, as they fly across the Atlantic, and then allowed  
to acclimatise before they are unpacked. All costs are borne 
by the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation, who have also 
financed conservation work on the bodice. 

Along with the Foundation’s own collection of 17th-century 
objects, the special exhibition will feature more than 60 artefacts 
on loan from 22 international and national institutions, including 
the Victoria & Albert Museum, Museum of London, Master 
and Fellows of Magdalene College Cambridge, The National 
Archives, as well as the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust. 

This year-long exhibition opens in November 2018. To find out 
more visit historyisfun.org/tenacity/

This autumn, four objects from the Trust’s  
museum collection will travel across the Atlantic  
to Jamestown, Virginia. 

They are being borrowed by the Jamestown-Yorktown 
Foundation for an exhibition entitled ‘Tenacity: Women in 
Jamestown and Early Virginia’. The objects, all late 16th or 
early 17th century in date, will follow in the footsteps of the 
women who made the journey to Virginia in the early 1600s. 

‘Tenacity’ will explore little-known personal stories of real 
women in Jamestown and the early Virginia colony and their 
impact on a fledgling society. The special exhibition is part of a 
national observance of the 400th anniversary of key historical 
events that occurred in Virginia in 1619 and continue to 
influence America today. Exhibits will examine stories of the 
first documented African woman, Angelo and the Virginia 
Company of London’s effort to encourage the growth of the 
Jamestown colony by recruiting single English women. From 
women’s roles to women’s rights, the exhibition will connect 
issues of the 17th century with their relevance today.

Each of the objects were selected by Jamestown-Yorktown 
Foundation because of the stories they can tell about the lives 
of English women. A beautifully preserved bodice, a linen 
sheet, a ‘receipt chest’ used for storing medicines and their 
ingredients and a cupping glass used to treat various ailments. 
Medicine was a particularly female reserve in the home, whilst 
medicines and therapeutic equipment would have been vital 
objects for women travelling far from home.

Collections
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From Stratford-upon-Avon to Jamestown, Virginia. The story  
of the first permanent English colony in 17th-century America

Oak ‘receipt chest’ to hold medicines and their ingredients, late 16th/early 
17th century.

Embroidered bodice, about 1610.



The Buttery ceiling at the Birthplace collapsed this summer; 
a victim of the hot weather affecting the timbers. This was 
replaced over an eight-week period by builders who made 
an unexpected discovery! Bundled together in the ceiling 
were tickets for entry to both the Birthplace, and Holy Trinity 
Church, carefully folded around two pen nibs. The ticket cost 
for the Birthplace was two shillings, and we estimate they 
are from the 1930s. These items are going on display in the 
Famous Beyond Words exhibition at the Shakespeare Centre 
for a short time.

The long, hot summer has affected Anne Hathaway’s Cottage 
as well. Timbers in the frame have shrunk in the extreme 
temperatures. This has caused the window frames to move 
and in turn put the window panes under stress, cracking the 
glass. Each new diamond shaped window pane costs £63 to 
replace and the lead repairs cost £12 each. 

Keeping up appearances 

The Shakespeare houses are no different from our 
own homes in that they need constant maintenance, 
repairs and updating. We just face a different set of 
problems as these special places are over 400 years 
old and together have over 800,000 visits each year. 

Emily Ireson, the Town Houses Steward, has been working 
with her team in the evenings, after the visitors have left,  
to give the Birthplace a coat of paint where it has started to 
look a little shabby. Emily tells us she has been busy repainting 
the ‘rucksack line’ where visitors’ bags rub against the 
paintwork as they move around the building. To do this the 
team sourced durable heritage paints, rather than using the 
traditional chalk paints that would have been used originally, 
which would not stand up to contemporary demands. The 
colour has been matched on the walls with a special custom 
blend that will merge in to the existing paintwork. They 
have now moved on to the Swan and Maidenhead area in 
the Birthplace where they have had to brush off the flaky 
paint on the beams before repainting can take place, this has 
demanded a team uniform of goggles and dust masks. 

Recent visitors to both Shakespeare’s Birthplace and Hall’s 
Croft may have noticed that we have ‘unmade’ our beds.  
The drapes and bedclothes have been removed as they  
were suffering with moth holes and sun damage which 
had built up over the years. New, bright bedding has been 
sourced using synthetic material made to look like worsted 
wool and made to the specifications of each bed and lined 
in natural linen. This new material will last longer than the 
equivalent natural fabric, will not attract pests and resists fading 
more readily. The beds have been made up with these new 
fabrics, so you can see the new look next time you visit.

9The Bed in the Birthplace, unmade, ready for its new drapes

The windows at Anne Hathaway’s Cottage.

Tickets to Holy Trinity Church and Shakespeare’s Birthplace about 1930.

Houses

Can you help keep us looking good?
We rely on the support of our donors and Friends to keep 
these precious historic homes in good repair so they can 
continue to inspire us for generations to come. 

A donation of £75 would enable us to replace a pane  
of glass and repair the lead surround. 

All donations will be publicly recognised, and you can 
donate on-line at shakespeare.org.uk/support-us  
or call 01789 339804.



International

Since 2016, 13 undergraduate students from 
Brigham Young University in Utah, USA, have 
enjoyed the opportunity to work as interns at the 
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust in its Education, 
Collections, Development and Digital departments. 

For these students who primarily major in English Literature, 
walking in Shakespeare’s footsteps over the cobblestones  
of Henley Street is nothing short of an intellectual pilgrimage. 

The interns spend their three months at the Trust engaging 
in projects that simultaneously promote the charitable 
objectives of the Trust and enhance the students’ professional 
development. Students have been involved in projects ranging 
from editing What News? (this very publication), organising 
events, such as the 4th of July fundraiser that took place at 
Hall’s Croft this year, creating content for the educational on-
line platform Shakespedia, developing educational outreach 
work for leisure learners, and cataloguing archive items.

Isaac Robertson (Autumn 2017), reflected on his time as the 
Digital Department intern:

‘I have grown as a person and learned 
new skills; made so many new friends and 
lifelong connections; and supported further 
projects at the Trust that will help people 
to engage with Shakespeare – as well as 
with themselves. I wouldn’t take away this 
experience for anything.’

Just as the Trust provides opportunities for interns to develop 
professionally, interns give the Trust a unique perspective on 
Shakespeare and his continued influence on modern society. 

Interns take advantage of the invaluable opportunity to carry 
out independent study in the Trust’s vast library and archive 
collection of rare books and documents that they can integrate 
into customised research projects to further their academic 
studies and deepen their understanding of Shakespeare’s life, 
works and times. 

Chelsea Lee (Summer 2017) shares her experience:

‘There is truly no comparison to my 
experience doing research in the Trust 
archives. The research I did on Early Modern 
medical practices in Shakespeare’s plays 
became the impetus for my senior project, 
and it is now a core guiding focus for my  
Master’s thesis research.’ 

The internship runs the entire calendar year with each term 
offering a variety of life experiences that introduce students 
to British culture. Interns also make the most of their free 
time with weekend travel beyond our town to sightsee and 
explore the UK and Europe.

Living and Breathing Shakespeare:  
Life as an Intern at the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust
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Brooke Rose, Jacquelyn Dunn, Brooke Tobler and Morgan Lewis, (Summer 2018) supporting the 4th July fundraiser.



Katie Bowman, (2016) 
intern and her supervisor, 
Helen Prince, working on 
the Kickstarter campaign for 
Shakespeare’s New Place.

Shakespeare’s Birthplace America (SBA) is  
a tax-exempt charity organised in the United States. 

It was established in 2015 to strengthen the ties between the 
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust and the American public and to 
support the work the Trust delivers with American educational 
and cultural institutions, both in the United Kingdom and 
the United States of America. Initiatives supported by SBA 
include educational outreach talks and workshops, student 
scholarships, teacher training, restoration and conservation 
work, and new acquisitions. 

By becoming a friend or patron of SBA, supporters are helping 
to ensure that this work continues and is accessible to all 
regardless of cost, location or background. Every dollar that is 
donated to SBA goes directly towards sustaining and delivering 
the three core objectives of SBA: educational scholarships and 
outreach, conservation of the five Shakespeare family homes 
in Stratford-upon-Avon, and sustaining the internationally 
significant Shakespeare Library and Archive Collections. 
Donations received from friends and patrons of SBA help 
to support activities which raise awareness of the Trust’s 

The Trust has welcomed universities to the Shakespeare 
Centre for educational study abroad courses since the 1960s. 
The intention of establishing the international internship 
programme with our American educational partners is to 
further develop ways for students to engage with Shakespeare 
through these immersive educational opportunities. 

Through donations and support to Shakespeare’s Birthplace 
America and the scholarship programme, the Trust hopes  
to ensure that these opportunities are made available  
to as wide an audience as possible. 

Brooke Rose (Summer 2018) commented:

‘Working at The Shakespeare Birthplace 
Trust was a dream come true. This internship 
has been an unforgettable experience of 
personal and professional life, even better 
than I had anticipated.’

To read more from the Trust’s BYU interns 
themselves, you can follow their blog as they 
catalogue their time at the Trust each term  
www.byuinstratford.wordpress.com.

programs and expertise and the initiatives which make the 
Trust’s exhibitions and permanent collections more accessible 
in the US and around the world.

To date, SBA scholarships and grants have been awarded 
to teachers, community outreach projects, social justice 
programs in the US, individual students, and conservation.

Shakespeare’s works and life story have the ability to unite 
people from all walks of life.

Supporters of SBA, help make sure that  
these conversations, light bulb moments,  
and cultural exchanges continue for all  
of our audiences regardless of background  
or socioeconomic situation. 

To read testimonials from SBA scholarship recipients 
please visit our webpages for their stories. 

To be part of this conversation or to find out more, 
please email us at shakespearesbirthplaceamerica@
shakespeare.org.uk  

So, what is Shakespeare’s Birthplace America?

Shakespeare’s Birthplace America (SBA) is recognised by the United States Internal Revenue Service  
as tax-exempt under section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code as a charitable and educational 
organisation. Contributions to SBA are tax-deductible for US taxpayers to the extent provided by the law.  

To find out more about the work of SBA, become a Friend, or make a donation visit  
shakespeare.org.uk/support-sba/ or email us at shakespearesbirthplaceamerica@shakespeare.org.uk
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Chelsea Lee and Courtney 
Miller (Summer 2017).

Rio Turnbull and Kiri Case 
(Spring 2018), participating 
in the Shakespeare Birthday 
Parade. 

Isaac Robertson, (Autumn 
2017), using his days off to 
explore Italy.

Current interns (Autumn 
2018), Maren Johnson,  
Grace Lester and Amelia 
Johnson, in front of 
Shakespeare’s Birthplace. 



What’s On
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THE SHAKESPEARE CENTRE

An exhibition of work created by Carrie Reichardt during 
her time as artist in residence. She gives us her unique 
perspective on Anne Hathaway, the woman who married 
William Shakespeare, and examines how consumerism, 
popular culture and social media are changing the way  
we view and interpret history.

Free for Friends, or with a valid entry ticket. 

THE SHAKESPEARE CENTRE

Our resident costume expert Nic Fulcher takes us on 
a journey into the intimate world of Tudor fashion and 
shows us what was going on under those velvet gowns!

£10 Friends £8

THE SHAKESPEARE CENTRE

Come share your love of poetry with likeminded people! 
Read a poem you have written yourself, choose your 
favourite poem or simply come and listen. 

Enjoy an eclectic mix of poetry throughout the evening. 
Arrive at 7pm to register if you would like to read  
a poem.

Free 

THE SHAKESPEARE CENTRE

Join us to explore the experience of women from 
Shakespeare’s time to the present day. We will  
showcase items from our collection, for their insights  
on women’s lives. 

Free 

THE SHAKESPEARE CENTRE

Enjoy a stimulating presentation which explores the ways 
in which Michael Bogdanov, director of The Wars of the 
Roses plays, introduced an accessible Shakespeare for 
1980’s audiences and paved the way for inspired new 
readings of Shakespeare’s history plays. 

Led by Darren Freebury-Jones  
(Lecturer in Shakespeare Studies).

Free

ON NOW UNTIL FRIDAY 21 DECEMBER 
10am – 4pm
ShakespeariANNE

SATURDAY 10 NOVEMBER
5.30pm – 7pm
After Hours – 
Corsets and Codpieces

WEDNESDAY 14 NOVEMBER  
7.30pm – 9.30pm
Poetry Open Mic Night

SATURDAY 17 NOVEMBER
2pm – 4pm 

Women Centre Stage: A Fresh 
Look at Our Collections

WEDNESDAY 14 NOVEMBER 
5pm – 6pm 
Research Conversation – 
Michael Bogdanov’s Iconoclastic 
Approach to Political Shakespeare
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GUILD CHAPEL

Enjoy the spirit of the Christmas season with a musical 
celebration by the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust Choir  
at Guild Chapel. Afterwards, warm up with some mulled 
cider and mince pies at Hall’s Croft cafe. 

Free

HALL’S CROFT CAFE

Test your knowledge of American trivia as we celebrate 
Thanksgiving! Come and join us for the chance to win 
incredible prizes while brushing up on the pop culture, 
history and traditions of our neighbours across the pond. 
Entry includes a welcome drink and seasonal snack. 

£10 Friends £8 

ANNE HATHAWAY’S COTTAGE 

Throughout January 2019 join our Conservation Team 
as they share with you all the hidden gems they have 
discovered through their work. No booking necessary. 
Limited numbers per 30 minute tour. 

Free for Friends, or with a valid entry ticket. 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON PUBLIC LIBRARY

We are continuing to read through the Complete Works  
of Shakespeare! Presented by The Shakespeare Birthplace 
Trust in partnership with Warwickshire Libraries. 

Join us for the FREE events on 3 November  
(The Rape of Lucrece), 1 December (Comedy of Errors),  
5 January (Love’s Labour’s Lost), and 2 February  
(A Midsummer Night’s Dream). 

SHAKESPEARE’S NEW PLACE

Join artist Jill Berelowitz as she shares how Shakespeare 
inspired her to create her scuplture ‘His Mind’s Eye’,  
at Shakespeare’s New Place. She explains how the tree 
was moulded to create a structure which now stands  
at nearly five metres. Jill is one of London’s most 
innovative sculptors, known for her bronze, steel and 
optical resin works. 

Contact us for more information. 

TUESDAY 4 DECEMBER
6pm – 7.30pm 
Christmas Carol Concert

WEDNESDAY 21 NOVEMBER
7pm – 9pm 
Thanksgiving Quiz Night

JANUARY 2019, EVERY THURSDAY
11am and 2pm 
Anne Hathaway’s Cottage –  
Hidden Revealed

FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
11am – 1.30pm 

Shakespeare for All!

SATURDAY 9 FEBRUARY 2019
Save the date! 

After Hours –  
Inspired by Shakespeare

SHAKESPEARE’S NEW PLACE

Step into the world of Mimbre, the innovative all-female 
theatre group, as they weave their spell to explore 
Shakespeare’s female characters with a performance 
around the gardens at New Place. 

Please note this is an outside performance so warm and 
waterproof clothing may be required! 

£15 adult, £10 child (age 8+), family tickets available 
Friends £13

TUESDAY 11 – SUNDAY 16 DECEMBER
5pm – 7pm 
Fierce Sisters

How to book 
Friends are eligible for special prices at all events –  
check when booking
On-line: shakespeare.org.uk/events
Call: 01789 339804
By post: complete the enclosed booking form



Jeremy Black  
Mapping Shakespeare 

How Shakespeare and his 
contemporaries saw their 
place in the world is revealed 
through more than 100 full 
colour maps and illustrations.

£25 (Friends £22.50)

‘Holly’ Christmas Card from 
Walter Crane’s  
Flowers from Shakespeare’s Garden 
£2.50 (Friends £2.25)
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Festive Shopping Ideas 
‘Here’s the book I sought for so’ Julius Caesar, Act 4 Scene 2

Buying for book lovers? We’ve chosen a selection of this year’s best new books in The Shakespeare 
Bookshop and some of our favourite bookish gifts –

Ideal For Children

Whichford Pottery
This summer we launched an exclusive collection  
of Tudor-style tableware designed and handmade  
in Warwickshire by Whichford Pottery. Inspired  
by a 16th-century English dish and made from local 
earthenware clay, each piece is thrown by hand and  
decorated with slip using traditional techniques.  
Examples of the pottery can be seen being put to good  
use in Palmer’s Farm kitchen and the range is available  
to buy at Mary Arden’s and the Birthplace shop.   

Prices range from £15 to £35  
(starting from £13.50 for Friends)

Gift Shop

Don’t forget to use your Friends’ 10% discount in the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust Cafes,  
Gift Shops and online at shop.shakespeare.org.uk. Every purchase helps support our work.

Scott Christianson and Colin Salter 
100 Books that changed the world 

A collection of truly groundbreaking books –  
from scriptures that founded religions to novels  
that kick-started literary genres. 

£14.99 (Friends £13.49)

Angela McAllister and Alice Lindstrom  
A Stage Full of Shakespeare Stories

Much-loved classics have been rewritten 
to be accessible to children. Illustrated 
throughout this book makes a lovely gift.

£12.99 (Friends £11.70)

Finely bound miniature editions 
of Romeo and Juliet and Hamlet 

£22 each (Friends 19.80)

Stephen Greenblatt  
Tyrant: Shakespeare on Power

Greenblatt brilliantly explores the 
themes of power and tyranny 
in some of Shakespeare’s most 
famous plays.
£16.99 (Friends £15.29)

Shakespeare bookend 

Designed by Jan Landqvist, 
veteran Swedish industrial 
designer, this unique bookend is 
made from black steel. 

£28 (Friends £25.20)



Stay connected
development@shakespeare.org.uk
Friends’ Office 
Development Department,  
The Shakespeare Centre,  
Henley Street,  
Stratford upon Avon 
CV37 6QW

Phone 01789 339804

Website shakespeare.org.uk 

Facebook @shakespeareBT 

Twitter @shakespeareBT 

Instagram @shakespearebtrust 

Blogs shakespeare.org.uk/blogs
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Friends’ Exclusive
Museum Shop Sunday – 
exclusive offer for Friends! 
We’re offering Friends an exclusive double discount 
of 20% for purchases in store and online (where 
you can click and collect too) on 24 & 25 November.
Please show your Friends membership card in store 
or enter FRIENDS20 at the online checkout to obtain 
your 20% discount (only valid on these dates).

On Sunday 25 November we shall be celebrating Museum 
Shop Sunday, an annual event and campaign to promote 
shopping in cultural attractions. The day offers a chance to 
enjoy a relaxing and inspiring shopping experience and is the  
perfect opportunity to discover unique gifts for family and 
friends whilst also supporting the Trust. 

There will also be a special display of items from the Trust’s 
collection in our shops over the weekend, alongside some  
of our favourite gift items with the books and museum objects 
that inspired them. 

Give the gift of Shakespeare 
this festive season 

Friends and patrons can 
now book a private visit 
to the archives in the 
underground vaults below 
the Shakespeare Centre.

Led by one of our 
knowledgeable Collections 
experts, this bespoke tour 
will take in ancient books, 
documents and artefacts from 
our vast archive collection and 
will finish with tea and biscuits. 

Tours can be arranged from 9am – 5pm, Monday to Friday.  
A perfect Christmas gift for friends or family – we can supply  
a gift voucher and the tour can be arranged to suit.

£100 for a group of two to six people. 

Don’t forget Friends’ Membership can be given as a gift  
to your Shakespeare loving friends and family. 

From £38 supplied with a greetings card.

Roger Howells – a tribute 
Roger Howells died on Monday 23 April at the age  
of 88.  He was a long-standing volunteer and friend 
of many at the Trust. 

As a volunteer for 21 years, Roger was a core member of 
the Trust family, his warmth and generosity making him many 
friends. His detailed knowledge of the RSC was unique and 
he helped numerous researchers in their work, often being 
sought out for advice and receiving acknowledgment in 
publications. He took great pleasure in working on the theatre 
production records of shows that he had been involved in 
during his 32 years with the RSC (1962–1994). Roger was 
often found, mug of coffee in hand, regaling animated stories.

In 1962 he was offered a temporary job in stage management 
with the newly-formed RSC in London. He went on to 
become Stage Manager at the RST in Stratford, touring with 
the company to the USA, Europe and the USSR. Eventually 
he became the theatre’s Production Manager before taking  
on the same position with the newly opened Swan Theatre  
in 1986, a role he enjoyed until retiring in 1994.  

Two years later he started volunteering at the Trust and 
in 2011 won the Outstanding Volunteer category at the 
Renaissance West Midlands ‘Best of the West’ Awards, 
when it was estimated he had volunteered over 10,000 
hours of time. Between 2011–15 Roger was involved in 
Dig for Shakespeare, the archaeological dig which shaped 
Shakespeare’s New Place. In February this year Roger took 
part in the Research Conversation with Paul Edmondson 
which focused on RSC productions during his tenure as 
Production Manager. You will have read in Shreds and Patches 
on page 3 that Roger has been posthumously awarded 
Museum Champion, which is a truly fitting tribute.

Roger Howells in the basement archives.



Creative Muse

Mimbre is a female-led 
company creating nuanced, 
breath-taking and highly-skilled 
acrobatic theatre. They use 
circus and dance innovatively 
as a physical language to 
illuminate human connections 
and promote a positive image 
of women.

Based in London, Mimbre 
was founded in 1990 by Silvia 
Fratelli, Lina Johansson and 
Emma Norin with a vision  
of challenging the predominant 
gendered roles within 
contemporary circus.

This winter they are bringing 
their storytelling skills to the 
women of Shakespeare’s 
plays in the gardens at New 
Place with ‘Fierce Sisters’. 
Commissioned by the Trust  
and supported using public 
funding by Arts Council 
England, the special show 
will feature a promenade 
performance of spectacular 
acrobats, choreography  
and contemporary 
soundscapes, exploring the 
essence of Shakespeare’s 
female characters.

Published by the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, The Shakespeare Centre, Henley Street, Stratford upon Avon CV37 6QW
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust © 2018 Registered Charity Number 209302. shakespeare.org.uk

Shakespeare’s creative legacy lives on through 
the exciting new work produced by artists from 
around the world as well as here in the UK.

Fierce Sisters runs from Tuesday 11 to Saturday 16 December, with three  
performances each evening at 5pm, 6pm and 7pm. 

Tickets: £15 adult, £10 child (age 8+), £13 Friends.  
Family tickets (two adults plus two children) £40. 

For more information and ticket bookings go to shakespeare.org.uk/fierce-sisters


