


Inspiring         futuregenerations

William Shakespeare has earned his place as the most famous writer of all time because his 
works continue to resonate for each new generation. In diverse communities around the world, 
audiences continue to be moved by his stories, identify with his characters, and respond to his 
extraordinary and unique use of language. Engaging with Shakespeare brings people together and 
inspires them to engage creatively with each other and with the wider issues in their society.

The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust has the privilege and the responsibility of caring for the world’s 
most significant Shakespeare museums, centered around the house in Stratford-upon-Avon where 
Shakespeare was born in 1564, the site where he died in 1616, and three more historic homes 
lived in by his mother, his wife and his daughter. The collection includes over 1 million historic 
documents, books and objects which help to understand Shakespeare’s life and times. Nowhere 
in the world is it possible to come so close to one of the most influential figures from our history. 

By becoming a Patron of the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, you can play a crucial part in protecting 
these treasures. As a registered charity that does not receive government funding, we rely on our 
generous supporters to help with conservation and education projects that ensure people can 
continue to be inspired by Shakespeare.

Walking in Shakespeare’s footsteps
The five Shakespeare homes in our care are unique fragile and 
wonderful survivals. Over 800,000 visitors a year come to experience 
their unique atmosphere and gain a new insight into Shakespeare. 

Conserving priceless documents
The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust’s collections are designated  
as internationally important. Highlights include three First Folios,  
the Parish register noting Shakespeare’s baptism and burial,  
and 31 of the surviving 79 hand written references to Shakespeare 
dating from his lifetime.

Nurturing curious minds
Our education programmes give young people 
a rewarding early encounter with Shakespeare, 
enriching their lives and building confidence, 
creativity and a love of learning.



Join us and play your part
As a Patron of the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, your support will make a significant and lasting 
difference. There are four levels in the Patron scheme, following William Shakespeare’s extraordinary 
life story, from the son of a humble “Glover” to the “Sweet Swan of Avon” immortalized by Ben 
Jonson in his eulogy to Shakespeare.

 
Glover 
£500
We’ll keep you informed of the work made possible by your support, and invite you 
to join us for occasional events throughout the year, such as exhibition openings, 
talks and performances at the Shakespeare Family Homes. You’ll also automatically 
be enrolled as a Friend of the Trust and benefit from Friends’ discounts at our events, 
cafes and shops.

Upstart Crow 
£1,000
As above plus we will contact you with opportunities to see behind the scenes  
and meet with key staff delivering the projects made possible by your support.

King’s Men 
£5,000
As above plus we will invite you to join the celebrations in Stratford upon Avon  
for Shakespeare’s Birthday by joining us for the Birthday Parade and Luncheon.

Sweet Swan of Avon 
£10,000
As above plus we will invite you to designate your donation to your own specific  
area of interest. Your contribution will be publicly recognized and you will receive 
regular bespoke reports on the impact of your support and an invitation to see  
your donation in action.

Our Development Team would be delighted to talk to you further about how you can 
support us by becoming a Patron. 

Please call 01789 339804 or email development@shakespeare.org.uk



YouGreat“
benefactors,

sprinkle 
happiness”

benefactors,
with

happiness”happiness”
with

society sprinkle oursociety society 

Timon of Athens III.6
Registered Charity Number 209302

Your details 

Call the development 
team on 01789 339804. 
You can pay by credit  
or debit card or set up  
a direct debit.

Send this form with your  
cheque, made payable to The 
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, to: 
Friends Office 
The Shakespeare Centre  
Henley Street 
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6QW

Visit  
shakespeare.org.uk/patrons  
to pay on-line

Email  
development@shakespeare.org.uk

Data Protection

We’d love to keep in touch with you about things to see and do, exclusive offers, our latest work, appeals and how your support 
makes a difference. Please let us know if you’re happy to hear from us:

By email  By post  By phone

You can opt out at any time

Title First name

Last name

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Email

THE SHAKESPEARE BIRTHPLACE TRUST

Patrons


