
In addition to writing plays, Shakespeare is known for writing a very popular 
type of poem called a ‘sonnet’. Shakespearean sonnets are short poems, often 
about love, that have a very distinct shape. They usually consist of 14 lines in 
total, which are subdivided into three short stanzas of four lines (we call these 
quatrains), plus a final rhyming couplet, which are two lines that share a rhyme.

Here is an example of end rhyme (from Shakespeare’s Sonnet XVI):

Why do you think Shakespeare chose to hide a sonnet in the first lines 
Romeo and Juliet ever speak to each other in the play?

How does the fact that Romeo and Juliet share a poem with each other 
influence our understanding of these two characters?
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