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For thirty years, Michael Wood has made compelling journeys into the 

past on television and radio and in print; bringing history alive for 

generations of readers and viewers. He is the author of several highly 

praised books on English history including In Search of the Dark Ages, 

Domesday, and In Search of England,  and well over one hundred 

documentary films, among them In the Footsteps of Alexander the Great, 

Conquistadors, The Story of India and The Story of England- all of which 

were accompanied by best-selling books. His most recent history series 

was the highly praised King Alfred and the Anglo-Saxons, and he is 

currently working on a major series, The Story of China for television in 

the UK, US and the worldwide market.  

Michael ‘s special interest in Shakespeare goes back a long way, to 

school trips to Stratford.  His first films on Shakespeare were three films 

on the early history plays for the BBC in 1983;  his four part series In 

Search of Shakespeare (BBC 2 2003) was the first full length TV 

biography of the poet; his  research included his unpublished but now 

generally  adopted identification of music and lyrics from Shakespeare’s 

lost Cardenio. His film about Mary Arden, Shakespeare’s Mother aired in 

February 2015, with a chapter on Mary Arden in Stanley Wells and Paul 

Edmonson’s Shakespeare’s Circle (Cambridge 2015). Of Michael’s  book 

In Search of Shakespeare (2003) Jonathan Bate in the Observer said 

‘Shakespeare’s  world is brought alive more vividly than in any other 

biography I have read’; Clive James in  the TLS thought it ‘excellent…. in 

it Shakespeare emerges as the master general he must have been’ 



Michael was born in Manchester and educated at Heald Place and 

Benchill Primary Schools and Manchester Grammar School before going 

to Oriel College Oxford, where he did post-graduate research in Anglo-

Saxon history. He has continued his academic work in early medieval 

history : his latest publication ‘King Aethelstan’s Psalter’ in the Royal 

Manuscrtipts (British Library 2014) his book The Lost Life of King 

Aethelstan, he hopes will finally be published in 2015. Among his 

journalism is a monthly column in the BBC History Magazine. He is a 

Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, the Royal Society of Arts and the 

Society of Antiquaries. He is a governor of the RSC and Trustee of the 

Shakespeare Birthplace Trust and Professor of Public History at 

Manchester University.  

 


